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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“The ‘Dog Days’ of Summer!” 
 
July is the seventh month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendars, but did you know how it got its 
name? The Roman Senate named it in honor of their Roman general, Julius Caesar, since it was the month of 
his birth.  
 
Prior to that, this month was called Quintilis. In the Northern hemisphere it is usually the warmest month (as 
those of us in Arizona will testify!). However, in the Southern hemisphere it is typically the coldest month of the 
year! Another interesting tidbit is that except in leap years, no other month ends on the same day as July!  
 
The birthstone for July is a “ruby”. In the Northern Hemisphere ‘Dog days’ (don’t ask me what’s that supposed 
to mean except that it begins getting hot and humid in early July. Here in Arizona it’s not unusual for the 
Monsoon season to begin with higher humidity, strong winds and occasional summer rainfalls.  
 
But let’s not dwell on the weather. In the fall and winter of our lives we spend entirely too much time talking 
about our health and the weather! Instead, let’s talk about “climate change”! No, I’m not talking about what a 
few meteorologists have theorized. I’m speaking about our own “spiritual climate condition”! 
 
In our Tuesday morning Bible study we are studying the wisdom writings including: Ecclesiastes, the Psalms 
and Proverbs. Here are a few excerpts from both Proverbs and the Psalms that would serve us well during 
these so-called, “dog days of summer”. “Like a city that is broken into and without walls is a man who 
has no control over his spirit” [Proverbs 25:28]. Perhaps the writer of Proverbs was speaking prophetically 
with respect to our own country’s southern borders! While we’re on the subject of our spiritual condition, 
Proverbs tells us: “The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all the innermost parts of his 
being” [Proverbs 20:27]. For just as God reminded his servant Samuel, “God sees not as man seemed, for 
man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” [1 Samuel 16:7].  
 
When all is said and done, “Man’s steps are ordained by the Lord, how then can man understand his 
way?” [Proverbs 20:24]. For those who read and study God’s Word, the answer should become obvious! “I 
have been young, and now I am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken…” [Psalm 37:25]. 
Through the years the only thing that amazes me is the abundance of God’s mercy! And so is the plea of the 
psalmist David who writes: “Do not cast me off in the time of old age; do not forsake me when my 
strength fails” [Psalm 70:9]. 
 
My advice to you is simply this. During this long hot summer, drink plenty of water and drink plenty of the 
wisdom writings, too! I close you with this thought: “Let your eyes looked directly ahead, and let your gaze 
be fixed straight in front of you. Watch the path of your feet, and all your ways will be established” 
[Proverbs 4:25, 26]. 
 
Have a care, 
 
Pastor Cooper 

   
 

 

Grace Community Church             1 



 
Grace News                                                                                                                                                       July 2014 
 

Finance Committee Report 
 
For the month of May our unrestricted 
contributions were $29,402.00 and our 
expenses were $30,631.07. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in June were  
$18,270. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $210.00 for the month of May.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise. 

Notes of Thanks 
 

Dear Memorial Committee,  
 
To all that helped at Kaddie Coulson’s 
Memorial service. Everything was great, the 
food and the set ups. Thank you, Thank you! 
When we go through a time like this it is so 
great to know the church is there to help us.  
God bless you all. 
 
Darlene and Lowell 
 
To my Grace Community family, 
 
Thank you all for your prayers and concerns 
for my mother and me during the time I spent 
with her in Florida and as I moved her here to 
Arizona. She is settled now at Chaparral Winds 
Assisted Living and adjusting to a new phase 
in her life. We are very appreciative of your 
loving support. Blessing to each one of you! 
 
Jan Evans and Dorothy Creed 
 

 
 I pledge allegiance to the flag 

Of the United States of America 
And to the Republic for which it stands 

One nation, under God, indivisible, 
With liberty and justice for all. 

 
**************************************** 

 

July Birthdays 
 

7/01   Norma Matheson 
7/01   Nina Winn 
7/03   Dave Lantz 
7/05   Mary Bell 
7/08   Gwen Keinath 
7/10   Jim Visser 
7/15   Bob Schooley 
7/15   Rick Sontheimer 
7/17   Frank Zanin 
7/18   Ken Bell 
7/22   Ken Shick 
7/23   Barb Marting 
7/24   Sandy Theis 
7/27   Sally Grindle 
7/27   William Malotte 
7/30   Smokey French 
7/30   Ginny Walls 

Missionary Birthdays 
 

7/23/83  Jonathan Hamilton 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

July Anniversaries 
 

7/01   Silas & Flo Wade 
7/07   Art & Joan Johnson 
7/07   George & Jackie Masters 
7/17   Tim & Jan Evans 
7/21   Lee & Judy Visker 
7/24   Randy & Donna Bice 
7/30 Gordon & Ginny Walls 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

 
 

New Beginnings 
 

For the next several months, New Beginnings 
will have a lunch at noon followed by their 
Bible study here at the church on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month. That schedule started 
in June and will continue in July, August, and 
September. 
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